[Expression and significance of Slug, E-cadherin and N-cadherin in gastrointestinal stromal tumors].
To explore the expression and clinical significance of Slug, E-cadherin and N-cadherin in gastrointestinal stromal tumors (GIST). Seventy eight GIST specimens removed surgically from 2004 to 2007 were collected from the Department of Gastrointestinal Surgery at Guizhou Provincial People's Hospital. There were 48 males and 30 females with an age range of 28 - 87 years old. The expressions of Slug, E-cadherin and N-cadherin in GIST were determined by immunohistochemistry. And the correlations with their clinicopathologic characteristics were analyzed. The positive rates of Slug, E-cadherin and N-cadherin in GIST were 53.8% (42/78), 35.9% (28/78) and 75.6% (59/78) respectively. And the differences were statistically significant (χ(2) = 24.98, P < 0.05). Slug was expressed markedly higher in the cases of GIST with distant metastasis or distant metastasis and local invasion: 75% (18/24) vs 44.4% (24/54), 63.6% (28/44) vs 41.2% (14/34), both P < 0.05. And E-cadherin was expressed markedly lower in the cases of GIST with distant metastasis: 16.7% (4/24) vs 44.4% (24/54), P < 0.05. The expression of N-cadherin was not significantly different between its clinicopathological characteristics (allP > 0.05). The expression of Slug correlated negatively with that of E-cadherin (r(s) = -0.267, P = 0.018). But it had no correlation with that of N-cadherin (r(s) = 0.056, P = 0.625). Slug is expressed markedly higher while E-cadherin markedly lower in metastatic GIST, and both are closely correlated with the metastasis of GIST.